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“Instant Gratification” During Antler Growth Season
So much of what we do in the care and feeding of deer passes relatively unnoticed in the short
term. But antler growth season is when “instant gratification” seekers can practically see results
occur right before their eyes.
Growing at a rate of half an inch per day, antlers are some of the fastest growing tissues in the
animal kingdom. That’s why it’s essential that deer consume the most nutritious diet of the year
during antler growth season. Unfortunately, this is also the time when forage quality is typically
low. However, there are things you can do to compensate.
Sound Management
If you followed the fall newsletter’s suggestions about getting your deer in good body
condition for the cold weather months, you’re already ahead of the game. As a result, the
resources you pour into your deer from this point on will be largely devoted to antler growth, not
playing catch up.
But even if your deer aren’t in peak body condition already, the following tips will help you
make up for lost time and still see some exciting benefits this year.
Good Health
As winter comes to an end, breeding season is officially over, testosterone levels drop and
bucks begin shedding their antlers. Usually within a month, they’ll start growing their next set.
If the required nutrients are in short supply during the antler growth period, several things can
happen—none of them good:
• Antler growth rate can slow down. There’s only a small window of opportunity for antler growth
(about 120 days a year), and an antler growing at the rate of 15 grams per day is obviously going
to be smaller than one growing by 25 grams per day
• Less dense antlers are more subject to breakage in rut fights
• Desirable characteristics that affect Boone & Crockett Score, such as antler mass (volume and
weight), number of points and beam circumference are negatively impacted by poor nutrition.
Growing a new set of antlers places huge demands on a buck’s body. Since a buck cannot eat
enough in a day to mineralize his antlers, his body is forced to extract minerals from his ribs,
sternum and skull and deposit them in the antlers. As a result, his bone density may actually be
diminished by as much as 30 percent. So not only does a buck have to grow antlers, he has to
replenish the minerals in his bones in order to be able do the same thing again next year. (This is
why mineral nutrition is so critical even after antlers are finished growing.)
Hardened antlers are high in minerals, mostly calcium (about 20 percent) and phosphorus
(about 10 percent), in addition to a lot of trace minerals such as zinc, copper and manganese.
Phosphorus, which is commonly deficient in many soils and plants throughout the US, is
particularly critical. And what many people do not realize is that, even after they harden, antlers
are still over 35% protein.
Good Nutrition
As we discussed in the fall newsletter, because antler growth is low on the priority list of functions
required to sustain life, antlers only receive “what’s left” of nutrients after life-sustaining needs
have been met. In other words, deer will not even begin to grow antlers until they’ve regained
body condition (This is why a year-round feeding program gives you such a distinct advantage.)
So what can you do to ensure the best possible outcome during the antler growth period? From
now through August, try feeding a diet that is formulated especially for optimal growth, density
and strength. A good option is Purina Mills® AntlerMax® Deer 20 product. This pelleted ration is
20-percent protein, highly palatable and should be fed free-choice to wild deer with access to good
habitat or quality hay. Formulated with patented AntlerMax® Technology, it’s one of the most
critical steps you can take right now to help deer attain their full potential—and satisfy your need
for “instant gratification.”

